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The Spitzbergen Controversy. 

The growing practice of the nations to come together 
when they have differences and discuss them is one of 
the significant signs of our time. It is a good custom 
whether the subject in dispute relate to the Balkans, to 
Africa, to the tropics or to the frozen seas ; and it is one 
that is destined to increase with the coming years, for it 
is based on sound sense drawn from the teaching of his- 
tory. The thoughtful statesmen of our day, having before 
them the records of past wars with their infliction of 
needless deaths, their entail of perpetual debts, their 
heritage of rankling injustice, liable sometimes to lead to 
the renewal of war, see the wisdom of dealing with the 
causes of friction before they develop into hostile situa- 
tions. These statesmen believe that it is better to get 
together in season to keep the peace than to meet and 
try to patch it up after a war, as was done at the Congress 
of Paris after the Crimean War in 1856. 

An instance in point is the conference which was called 
by Norway to meet at Christiania on February 25 in 
reference to Spitzbergen.. The nations invited to meet 
were the United States, Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia, Sweden and Norway. Their question is an old 
one in a new and larger form. In past years Norwegian 
fishermen and huntsmen have resorted freely to the coasts 
of Spitzbergen, but recently some rich coal mining com- 
panies in which Norwegian, British and American cap- 
italists are interested, have taken extensive tracts of land 
near Advent Bay and Green Harbor on which the fisher- 
men and huntsmen are forbidden to enter. These an- 
nexations, together with the warnings given to the tres- 
passers, have raised the issue of national control over the 
island. Norway claims dominion over it by virtue of 
the prior rights enjoyed by her fishermen and huntsmen ; 
but if she persists in her case, Sweden will put in a 
counter claim on the ground that Swedish scientific ex- 
peditions have opened Spitzbergen to the world ; while 
England, who within the year has discovered the hitherto 
unknown opportunities for mining, may as fittingly make 
a similar claim. But, as in 1871, when Sweden and Nor- 
way proposed to annex the island, Russia objected, so 
to-day Germany opposes exclusive dominion over it by 
any single power ; she favors such international control 
as will guarantee freedom of industrial enterprise and 
scientific research. Whatever solution is agreed upon, 
it is thought that the supervision of the island, as well as 
the enforcement of any international regulations that may 
be adopted, will be given to Norway. 

It is expected that the objects of this conference will 
be realized. Any arrangement that is based on " mutual 
good understanding among the nations," to use the 
happy phrase of King Edward, and respect for the 



private rights of their citizens, will tend to make for 
peace and prosperity. 



Provisional Program of the National 
Peace Congress at Chicago. 

The National Peace Congress is to open at Chicago, 
in Orchestra Hall, May 2. The outlines of the program 
given below will be followed as closely as possible : 

On Sunday preceding, there will be special services 
in the churches in the forenoon. In the afternoon there 
will be special peace meetings throughout the city ar- 
ranged by the Labor and Socialist Organizations. On 
Sunday evening there will be a great mass meeting in 
Orchestra Hall, with music and brief addresses by Rev. 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Dr. Edward 
Everett Hale and Archbishop Ireland. 

Monday forenoon will be given to registration of dele- 
gates. All delegates and all persons registering as 
members of the Congress will pay a registration fee of 
one dollar. 

The formal opening of the Congress will take place 
in Orchestra Hall Monday afternoon. Hon. J. M. Dick- 
inson, President of the Congress, will give the opening 
address. A welcome to the State will be given by 
Governor Charles S. Deneen, and to the City of Chicago 
by Mayor F. A. Busse. Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secre- 
tary of the American Peace Society, iwill give an address 
on " The Present Position of the Peace Movement," 
and President David Starr Jordan of Leland Stanford 
University on " The Biology of War." 

On Monday evening the general subject will be " The 
Drawing together of the Nations." The speakers will 
be Dean Henry Wade Rogers of the Yale Law School, on 
" International Bureaus and Enterprises ; " Professor Paul 
S. Reinsch of the University of Wisconsin, on " Inde- 
pendence vs. Interdependence of Nations; " Dean W. P. 
Rogers of the Cincinnati Law School, on " The Dawn of 
Universal Peace ; " Governor J. N. Gillett of California, 
on "Japan and Our Pacific Coast;" and Hon. John 
Barrett, Director of the Bureau of American Republics, 
on "The United Americas." 

A special meeting on Monday evening will be ad- 
dressed by John Spargo on "International Socialism 
as a Peace Force," by Samuel Gompers on "Organized 
Labor and Peace," by Miss Jane Addams and Joseph 
B. Burt of Chicago. 

Tuesday forenoon will be the women's meeting. The 
speakers will be Mrs. Philip N . Moore, President of the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs, Miss Jane Addams 
of the Hull House, Chicago, Mrs. Lucia Ames Mead of 
Boston and others. 

A special meeting on Commerce and Industry will 
also be held on Tuesday morning. 



